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Evolution plays a significant role in trying to understand how life began.  However, it also has become a very controversial issue when deciding whether or not to teach it in schools.  Those who are against teaching evolution in schools are usually for creationism, which says that the Universe, the Earth, and all life were created directly by a supernatural creator (God).  


Humans have always tried to understand how life began.  Because the subject of origins deals with events that happened in the past, much speculation is involved.  The question of origins is an emotional issue intimately connected with the personal belief structure.  As evolution gained acceptance among scientists in the late 1800s, opposition to teaching it in public schools surfaced, and evolution is still not universally taught in America’s public schools.  Relatively few schools taught evolution, and many colleges did not include the subject in their curriculum, until after the 1930s.  Currently, evolutionary naturalism is the most widely taught view (Bergman, 1999). 


Nonetheless, controversy continues in new forms today.  In 1999, the Kansas Board of Education voted to remove evolution from the list of subjects tested on state standardized tests, in effect encouraging local school boards to consider dropping or de-emphasizing evolution.  In 2000, Kansas voters responded to the proposed change by throwing out enough anti-evolution Board members to restore the old science standards, but by 2004 a new conservative school board majority was proposing that intelligent design be discussed in science classes.  In 2006, it continued to flip flop, pro-evolution moderates’ regained control of the Board (Linder, 2007). 

We feel as though evolution should be taught in public schools.  There is too much evidence in favor of it to ignore it, or to say that it is completely invalid.  Just as the theory of plate tectonics is taught to explain the shift of the continents, the theory of evolution should be taught as one theory of the origin of man.  It is our job as teachers to be able to provide students with information.  In order for students to be able to form an educated opinion, they must be well rounded in what they know.  

All public schools should be providing some form of knowledge about evolution to their students.  As stated by the NSTA, “evolution is a major unifying concept in science” (NSTA, 2007).  Evolution is essential for scientific literacy because it is connected to so many other areas of science.  “Scientific literacy is the knowledge and understanding of scientific concepts and processes required for personal decision making, participation in civic and cultural affairs, and economic productivity” (1995).  Every student that graduates from high school should have a well-rounded education in order to make informed decisions and be a functioning member of society.  Evolution is an important part of the education a child receives.  

Some people believe evolution to be “just a theory.”  Evolution is a scientific theory that is based upon related ideas that help to explain how living things have evolved.  “The study of evolution relies on evidence and inference from the natural world” (Understanding Evolution, 2007).  Evolution is not “just a theory.”  All science concepts are important for children to learn.  Each concept adds to a person’s scientific literacy and can be built upon for further learning.  Whether a person chooses to believe in evolution or not, they should be informed in order to act as a knowledgeable citizen.   


It is important in any situation that teachers present facts and not opinions.  In the case of evolution, teachers should be educating their students about the details of evolution.  However, they should not be using their personal opinion and influencing the children in any way.  A teacher’s job is to educate students so that they can go into the world as a well-informed citizen who can make good contributions to society.   


Creationism is based on religious beliefs and just as any religious idea, should not be taught in public schools.   It has been stated that, “…these views are not science and do not belong in a science classroom” (Understanding Evolution, 2007).  Teachers should not make students feel as though they are wrong for believing in creationism.  However, teachers should not be teaching creationism due to the fact that it is not science based.  “Creation science” is a concept that attempts to support creationism through science (NSTA, 2007).  It can still not be considered science because “they have no empirical power to explain the natural world and its diverse phenomena” (NSTA, 2007).  Many court cases have challenged the idea of teaching both evolution and “creation science.”  The teaching of “creation science” cannot be allowed because of the fact that public schools must be religiously neutral as stated in the First Amendment (NSTA, 2007).  


We believe that it is important for students to understand that there are people who have other ideas about the way life was created and humans came to be.  People should not be ridiculed for their beliefs.  However, evolution should be the only concept taught within schools because it is a scientific theory based upon evidence, which is testable.  The scientific theory of evolution is not trying to downplay personal religion in any way.  It is merely an attempt to make sense of the world based on data and observations.  It is through the education of today’s students that we will be able to educate citizens about evolution and get rid of the misconceptions and incorrect ideas people hold.  
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