	Prior to EDU 314: Teaching with Computers in Elementary and Secondary Schools, I considered myself to be rather technologically competent and having a solid understanding of many programs.  However, I soon came to realize that this was not so true.  This class introduced me to many programs that I was not yet familiar with such as NVu, FileZilla, Puzzle Maker, Photo Story, etc.  Now that I think about it, I wasn’t even that knowledgeable about Microsoft Word and all that it entails.  I definitely have picked up many valuable technical skills that I did not previously have, and without hesitating would say that I have without a doubt grown technologically and am for the most part comfortable in using all the programs that we were introduced to.
	After completing this course, I would say that the most important aspect of this course was obtaining all the technical skills that I did not previously have.  By doing so, I am now more than capable of effectively using these programs.  However, what I find most beneficial about my newly acquired knowledge is the fact that I can eventually incorporate this into my future classroom and teaching style.  I believe that all of the projects we completed will help me become a more tech savvy teacher.  I believe that by knowing these skills, it will make me a better teacher simply because I will have easier programs to create flyers, puzzle makers to create fun activities for the students, Webquests for the students to explore the Internet pertaining to a specific concept, and the ability to use all of these programs for the benefit of my classroom and students.  Learning about the secret teacher tools, such as Puzzle Maker and Microsoft Publisher, were probably one of the most exciting projects we completed.  Programs such as this create a simple, more efficient way for teachers to create puzzles, brochures, etc., of all kinds that enhance the learning taking place in the classroom.  I am all about learning different secrets that teachers will be able to use.  
	I personally feel that creating the Webquest was initially the most difficult project that I completed.  It was incredibly frustrating simply because it was an extensive amount of information that needed to be put together, within a group.  Trying to work as a group was challenging simply because everyone has different ideas and you basically have to agree in order to make the Webquest flow as it should.  Ultimately, everything worked out fine, but it supports the fact that I believe personal, individual work can be much easier.  I would consider myself quite a perfectionist, and therefore I am challenged when working with others because I sometimes have to step back and realize that everyone doesn’t work to the same potential.  Therefore, I preferred individual work because I was able to ask for help when needed, but it also allowed me to figure a lot of the techniques out on my own.
	Considering the fact that we have entered a new age based on technology, and more importantly that it has seeped into the school systems, we as future teachers need to be prepared and knowledgeable about technology and all it has to offer.  Using technology to provide handouts, flyers, and informational brochures to students is just one way of incorporating technology into the classroom.  However, the key issue is being able to teach these programs to the students before they have to teach you how to use it.  It’s important to keep up to date with technology, since it’s continuously evolving.  Hopefully, I am now better prepared to enter the classroom having a much more solid technology foundation than I had previous to entering this class.
