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Children’s Book Project

A. Annotation
Dils, Tracey E. Mother Teresa. New York, NY: Chelsea House Publishers, 2001. 

ISBN 0791058875, 112 Pages, Grades 5-6


This book told the life story of Mother Teresa, who devoted her life to caring for “the poorest of the poor”. This book detailed Mother Teresa’s life from her very humble beginnings, through her many trials, and told of her greatest accomplishments in great detail. It told of her small beginnings and the process that she went through to make a lasting impression on the world! Throughout the book the author spoke proudly of Mother Teresa’s many achievements and awards that she had received because of them all the way up until her death. The author of this book did not sugar coat the events of Mother Teresa’s life, I believe that the author truly showed the reader that this world is in need of more compassionate people like Mother Teresa. Through detailing Mother Teresa’s compassion for “the poorest of the poor” this book showed the world that even one person can make a big difference one person at a time! 


I believe that this book could be used as a stepping stone to teach students about civics and more importantly civic responsibilities to one’s country and to one’s fellow citizens. It gives a great example of how the efforts of one person can make a huge difference in the lives of many and truly shows how humanitarian aid is extremely necessary in today’s world. 
Childhood/Early Childhood Department
Lesson Plan

Getting to know Mother Teresa through reading her biography

Date of Lesson                                     Time                                  Length of Lesson

Oct. 24, 2006                               10:20am-11:00am                       7-10Class Periods

Curriculum Area: Social Studies

Content Area: Civics
Title of Lesson: Mother Teresa and her Heroic Humanitarian Acts
Grade Level: 4th or 5th grade

1. Learning Objectives

The students will be able to: 

· Understand and describe what humanitarian service is

· Describe the many contributions made by Mother Teresa in her humanitarian services

· Identify problems in their community concerning the homeless and the hungry and learn from a guest speaker what humanitarian aid programs are available locally for these people

· Present to the class on a few world wide humanitarian efforts that they have researched

2. Assessment

(a) Learning outcomes of previous lesson related to this topic:

· In the previous lesson, students read a biography on Mother Teresa and then participated in a literacy circle about the book. 
(b) Focus of assessment in this lesson (related to objectives)

· Students list of Mother Teresa’s contributions will be assessed informally through discussion and through their answers to the discussion questions
·  World Wide Web Presentations will be assessed for content
· Students attitude toward humanitarian/community service will be evidenced through their willingness to participate in the service learning project in their community and through their reflections on this experience

· Students will keep reflection journals that they will write in daily about their feelings on the topics that have been discussed each day

(c) Methods of assessment used in this lesson

· Observation

· Discussion

· Presentation

· Reflection Journal

(d) Differentiation (of expected outcomes)


Since their reflection journal is on their feelings there may be things that the student write that they want to be kept private. If there are pages that they don’t want to be read, then can fold them and the teacher shouldn’t read them. As long as something was written for that day, award points for the writing assignment. 

3. New York State Learning Standards

Standard 2: World History

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

Key Ideas: 

1.) The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives. 

Performance Indicator: 

· Read historical narratives, myths, legends, biographies and autobiographies to learn about how historical figures lived, their motivations, hopes, fears, strengths and weaknesses.
3.) Study of the major social, political, cultural, and religious developments in world history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups.


Performance Indicators:

· Understand the roles and contributions of individuals and groups to social, political, economic, cultural, scientific, technological, and religious practices and activities.

· Understand how the terms social, political, economic, and cultural can be used to describe human activities or practices. 

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the United States Constitution; basic civic values of American Constitutional Democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

Key Ideas: 

3.) Central to civics and citizenship is an understanding of the roles of the citizen within American constitutional democracy and the scope of a citizen’s rights and responsibilities. 
Performance Indicator: 

· Understand that effective, informed citizenship is a duty of each citizen, demonstrated by jury service, voting, and community service.
4.) The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions and develop and refine participatory skills.


Performance Indicators:

· Participate in activities that focus on a classroom, school, or community issue or problem

· Propose an action plan to address the issue of how to solve the problem

4. Materials


-World Map
-Access to computers

-Hand Out 1 Brief Summary of Mother Teresa from Biography read

-Hand Out 2 Character Trait List
5. Lesson Process

(a) Introduction /links to prior knowledge (approximately 5 mins)

-review what a citizen is and the responsibilities they have to their community


-ask the students if they know what the term humanitarian service means and then 

              lead a discussion based on their answers

(b) Learning Procedures relating to objectives  (15 mins)

-Have the students get into groups of 5 to discuss some of the contributions that 

               Mother Teresa made to the homeless and hungry


-Hand out to aid in discussion

Discussion Questions: 



1.) Why was Mother Teresa known as the champion of “the poorest of the 

                                poor”?



2.) What was the name of the foundation that she founded and what was 

                                its’ purpose?



3.) Who are some of the kinds of people that Mother Teresa reached out 

                                to?


4.) In what ways did she reach out to these people?



5.) What are some of Mother Teresa’s qualities that helped her have such a 

                                huge impact on the world? (example: compassion, generosity, etc.)
(c) Conclusion /checking for understanding ( approximately 5 Mins)

-Have each member of the group present the groups answers to one of the 

              questions


-Write Mother Teresa’s quote, “Life is not worth living unless it is lived for 

               others” on the board and ask the children what they think it means and have a 

               short discussion on this and how it pertains to Mother Teresa’s life.

6. “If Time”/Extensions

-as a class write an Acrostic Name Poem about Mother Teresa

-make use of character trait list provided

-Example:



M otivating
           

O ptimistic



T houghtful



H umble



E nergetic



R eligious



T hankful



E ncouraging



R eponsible



E fficient



S upportive



A mbitious

7. Refereneces

Dils, Tracey E. Mother Teresa. New York, NY: Chelsea House Publishers, 2001. 

Activities for the following class periods:

· World Wide Web Exploration of Humanitarian Efforts World Wide:
During class have the students use Google to research some Humanitarian efforts that are going on world wide to fight issues such as homelessness, poverty, hunger and AIDS. Then have them present their findings to the class in either a power point or a poster board presentation. 

· Guest Speaker from the local community:

Have a guest speaker who is a social worker from the local community come and speak to the class about the things in their job that they do to make life better for the struggling people that they work with. Have them tell the students what programs are available for help in their community.

· Service Learning Project: 

As a class go to a local humanitarian organization and volunteer some of their time. You could volunteer at a local shelter or you could help serve food at a local soup kitchen. Then have the students reflect on their experience in their reflection journals.

· Working for a Cause: 

Have the students run a bake sale in the school or at a local business in the community and give the profits to a local shelter or food pantry. Or hold a food or clothes drive for the local shelter or food pantry. 
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