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Rationale:  In this unit, we will be participating in discussion and several activities of the Revolutionary War in the United States.  This chapter is part of the New York State Education Standards.  It mostly covers Social Studies Standard 1: History of the United States and New York State.  It is important for children to know the foundation of our country and that is the main focus of this unit.  I want the students to feel a sense of pride and encouragement that our nation can do anything that they put their minds to.  

Overview:  This unit looks at Chapter 7: The Road to Independence in Silver Burdett & Ginn’s Social Studies book: The United States Yesterday and Today.  The students will be looking at the causes of the Revolutionary War and the war itself.  We will be doing role-plays, a scavenger hunt, computer games, and making a newspaper. The unit will be about 12 days long.  The students will be graded on their participation in the activities, in discussion, and written work (worksheets).  At the end of the unit we will review by playing Jeopardy and the students will be given a review sheet to complete and study from.  The test will be multiple choice, matching, and essay questions.  I hope each student will learn the causes of this war and the main details at this point in our nation’s history.  

New York State Standards

Social Studies:


Standard 1- History of the United States and New York State

1.1 The study of New York State and Untied States history requires an analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the ways people are unified by many values, practices, and traditions.  

Students: know the roots of American culture, its development from many different traditions, and the ways many people from a variety of groups and backgrounds played a role in creating it.

English Language Arts:


Standard 1-Language for Information and Understanding

1.1 Listening and reading to acquire informational and understanding involves collecting data, facts and ideas ; discovering relationships, concepts and generalizations ; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Student: gather and interpret information form textbooks, maps; select and use strategies they have been taught for note taking.

1.2 Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.

Student: Present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms; observe basic writing convention.


Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation

3.1 Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria.
Student: read and form opinions; evaluate their own strategies for reading and listening critically.

3.2 Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Student: express opinions about events, issues, and supporting opinions with evidence; present arguments for certain views or actions with reference to specific criteria that support the argument; use effective vocabulary and follow the rules of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation in persuasive writing. 

	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: England & Colonies Grow Apart
	Date: 10/15/02
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, notebook, pen,  NYS Soc. St. Multiple Choice questions

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Analysis by identifying, with the class, the British’s and American’s actions 

	which led to The Revolutionary War.

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State :  know roots of American culture

	Set: What have we learned about the colonies so far?  How do you think the colonists liked the King’s rule over the colonies?  (They will probably lead into previous knowledge of the Revolutionary War) 

	We are going to start Chapter 7 where we learn about what cause England and the Colonies to go to war.

	Procedure/Guided Practice: 

	~ Ask for any ideas of why the Colonies went to war against England?  Chart them on the board.

	~ In Social Studies Notebook, have students make a chart of the British Actions (causes) and the American Reactions (effects) that led to the war. 

	~ While we read pages 142-144 in the text, stop and record the British Actions and the American’s Reactions.

	~ Go over a few multiple choice questions for the New York State Social Studies Exam.  Do a few together and a few individually.  

	Independent Practice:

	~ Homework :  New York State Test Preparation: Multiple Choice Questions

	Closing:

	~ Review a few of the actions and reactions of the English and Americans.


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: England & Colonies Grow Apart
	Date: 10/17/02
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, C&E chart in notebook, candy, The First Continental Congress play, workbook pg 28

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Analysis by identifying, with the class, the British’s and American’s actions 

	which led to The Revolutionary War.

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State :  know roots of American culture

	Set: As students enter the room hand everyone 5 pieces of candy and tell them they are not allowed to eat it.  Announce in the beginning that this was for their hard work the past couple of weeks.

	Procedure: 
~ Designate one student to be the “King.”  If students talk, go to bathroom, get a drink, etc. have the King take a piece of candy away from them.  

	~ Collect Multiple Choice questions from the class. 

	~ Review the major events from yesterday:  Boston Tea Party, French and Indian War, Taxes, Boston Massacre and Daughters of Liberty.

	~ Read pages 145-146.  Stop and discuss, write down more British Actions and American Reactions in chart. 

	Guided Practice:

	~ Hand out The First Continental Congress play.  Assign parts, hopefully allowing for everyone to have one part.

	~ Give students a few minutes to read over the play and practice their parts.  If a student doesn’t have a part then, he/she should look on with another and help them practice.

	~ Read the play.  Students can move to other parts of the room, use the table, etc.  Make sure all are participating and paying attention.

	Independent Practice:

	~ Homework :  workbook page 36 and/or New York State Test : Multiple Choice questions

	Closing:  Discuss the feeling of being taxed (me taking the candy away).  Tell the King, he/she has the choice to return the candy or keep it to him/herself. (Hand out extra candy if the King decides to keep it all.) Discuss why this made the Americans mad and how this affected America’s relationship with England.  


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: England & Colonies Grow Apart
	Date: 10/18/02
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, notebook, pen,  NYS Soc. St. Testing : Multiple Choice Questions, worksheet page 36, trade books about Revolutionary War, « Big Ride » Packet, Scholastic Book with « Paul Revere’s Ride »

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Comprehension and Analysis by completing the scavenger hunt, answering the questions and writing a paragraph about the facts they found on the scavenger hunt.   

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State :  know roots of American culture

	Set: Review happenings in the colonies thus far: Boston Tea Party, Boston Massacre, Committees of Correspondence, boycotting, taxes, 1st Continental Congress.  Discuss any background knowledge of Paul Revere. 

	Procedure & Guided Practice: You will be going on a scavenger hunt today pretending that you are Paul Revere.

	~ Explain Rules : 
· Walk

· Stay with your group

· No talking or you will end your ride and be sent back to the classroom    

	~ Read the first page of the Scavenger Hunt’s packet with the whole class. 

	~ Explain what the students will be doing while waiting to leave on the hunt and after they return :
· Complete NYS Testing Multiple Choice Questions

· Complete worksheet page 36 (2)

· Read pages 147-148 in textbook

· Write a paragraph about your « Big Ride » as Paul Revere and the facts you found, be creative (the format can be a diary entry, letter, or a newspaper article).
· Browse through trade books about the Revolutionary War

· Read « Paul Revere’s Ride » from the Scholastic book

**** Students must do the first 4 centers, the last two are extras.  Anything not finished during the class is homework. ****

	~ Divide students into 4 or 5 groups.  (You may want to have the groups presorted based on personalities and work ethics.) 
~ Dismiss groups every 5 minutes.

	~ While students are coming and going make sure all are working on the centers.

	Extras :

	~ You can set up spies in the hallway to make sure the students are following the rules.  The spies can interrogate the students, but the students may not talk or they will be sent back immediately and their ride will be over.  .

	~ The students receive a packet of questions.  The first clue is in the packet.  That clue leads them to the first site.  At the first site they will read information and receive another clue.  

~ There are 4 sites: North (Elevator) Church, Principal’s Office, Nurse’s Office, Vice-Principal’s Office and then they will return to the classroom. 

	Independent Practice:

	~ Students must finish any work at the centers that was not finished in class (listed above). 

	Closing:

	~ Make sure students know what is for homework.

	~ Discuss the whole scavenger hunt and what the clues where, their experiences and how they felt being messengers to warn the colonists. 


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: The Road to Revolution
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, notebook, pen,  

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Synthesis by being an interviewer or interviewee and prepare questions or answers for a mock TV show.  

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State :  know roots of American culture

	Set: As students arrive have them review pages 147-148 in textbook.

	Procedure/Guided Practice: 

	~ Discuss happenings at beginning of Revolutionary War

	~ Read pages 148- 149 (Second Continental Congress - Common Sense)

	~ Students should pretend that Paul Revere, Peter Salem, John Hancock, and Thomas Paine have been invited to appear on a Boston news program in 1775.  
· 4 students should play the roles of the four men.  They should be prepared to answer any questions.

· The rest of the class can be split into four groups.  Each group will have to interview one of the four men. These students are to prepare questions to ask the interviewees.
· Give students time to prepare the questions and answers.  They may use other sources they find helpful for questioning and answering.  

	Independent Practice:

	~ Students interview the four men as they sit on a panel.  This should be mostly run by the students.

	Closing:

	~ Discuss the importance of these men in our nation’s history.


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: The Road to Revolution
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, pen, worksheet 29 & The Road to Revolution 

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Comprehension of the Declaration of Independence by participating in classroom discussion and completing the worksheet for homework.  

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State:  know roots of American culture.

	Set: Pass out copies of the Declaration of Independence to each student or group.  Give students 5 minutes to look over these documents.  *Whole copies if they are available.*

	Procedure/Guided Practice: 

	~ Ask students what they already know about this document?  What’s the importance, what did it do?

	~ Read page 149-150 in the textbook

	~ Together, after the reading is done, fill out workbook page 29.  do a few together, few in partners, and individually.  

	~ Read page 151 together.  Discuss with the students what revolution means.  They can look it up in the glossary or dictionaries for multiple meanings. 

	Independent Practice:

	~ Homework: worksheet The Road to Revolution

	Closing:

	~ Ask the question:  Do you think there would have been an American Revolution without the Declaration of Independence?  Why?  Discuss this in the last few minutes.  


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: The American Revolution
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, pen, worksheet 31

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Synthesis by writing a script and, act it out for a role play of a battle with their group and involving solid information about the event. 

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State:  know roots of American culture.

	Set: Ask students if they know of major battles of the Revolutionary War. 

	Procedure/Guided Practice: 

	~ Make a map of the colonies that is large.  It should be about 3 to 4 feet tall.

	~ Read pages 152-157 (George Washington- The War in the South)

	~ Throughout the reading stop and have students label battles of the war on the large map.  As a class, have the students decide on a key, compass rose, and symbols for victories and loses. 

	~ Three role-plays:  Christmas Night, The Winter of 1777-1778, Encounter between the Bonhomme Richard and the Serapis
· Divide students into three groups

· Each group is to write a script; script must be approved by teacher and must be done before props. 
· Props are extra, but would add a lot to the role-play

	Independent Practice:

	Homework: worksheet page 31 Revolutionary War Battles and Personalities, fill in the chart of the battles.  

	Closing: Discuss how they could have made the war shorter or solved problems and conflicts earlier on.


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: The American Revolution
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: textbook, pen, JOIN, or DIE cartoon, “Women in the Revolution” worksheet, Partner questions worksheet, matching game

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Synthesis by writing a newspaper article about one even that took place during the Revolutionary War.  

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State:  know roots of American culture.

	Set: Look over the large map with the class and discuss previous day’s events.

	Procedure/Guided Practice: 

	~ Read 158-161 (Surrender at Yorktown- Treaty of Paris)

	~ Continue filling out the large map of battles won and lost (the students can mark the map).

	~ Discuss the importance of African Americans and Women involved in the Revolutionary War.

	~ As a class, write a Treaty of Paris, be sure to include what you would ask the British for and what you would give to the British. (The class may want to include the blacks and women in their treaty.)
~ Show the political cartoon of JOIN, or DIE.  

· Ask for ideas of the meaning of this cartoon.

· Explain the meaning- an ad that Ben Franklin made to express the Sons of Liberty’s motto.  Join, or Die was the motto to get colonies to join with them to fight against England for independence.  

· Explain how cartoons were used and are still used to influence people’s opinions and inform people.  

	Independent Practice:

	~ Set up centers in the room. Centers 1 & 2 are to be completed in class first.  Center 3 is finished for homework, and 4 & 5 are optional.  
1. Read “Women in the Revolution” worksheet: complete True & False and Challenge Question

2. Quiz a partner:  ask at least 4 questions about this section (pages 152-161)

3. Write a newspaper article to put in the class newspaper.

4. (Optional) Design an advertisement, weather update, births, deaths, comic strip, political cartoon, etc. for the newspaper.

5. (Optional) Play the matching game with the four events of The Road to Independence.

	Closing: Discuss what the Americans might do next since they have gained their independence.


Newspaper Ideas

Events:

1. The French & Indian War

2. Boston Tea Party

3. Boston Massacre

4. Intolerable Acts

5. Paul Revere’s Big Ride

6. Declaration of Independence

7. Treat of Paris

Battles:


8. Lexington

9. Concord

10. Ticonderoga

11. Bunker Hill

12. Saratoga

13. Trenton

14. Charleston

15. Yorktown
People/Groups:

16. Daughters of Liberty

17. Committees of Correspondence

18. 1st Continental Congress

19. 2nd Continental Congress 

20. George Washington

21. Foreign Leaders

22. Black Americans

23. Women

24. General Cornwallis

25. Hessians

Partner Questions

1. What was Washington’s strategy for winning the war? (To keep troops fighting until the British tired and went home.)
2. What three advantages did the British have over the Americans? (They had the world’s strongest navy, a well-trained army and a good source of supplies.)

3. Why was the battle of Trenton important? (Answers may include that the victory provided an important lift to spirits and demonstrated determination to fight any time and any place.)

4. Why do you think the battle of Saratoga is sometimes called the turning point of the war? (Answers may include because it showed that the Americans had a good chance to win and cause European nations to join them in their fight.)
5. Why was the winter at Valley Forge difficult for the Americans? (Answers may include because soldiers did not have proper food, clothing or shelter.  They were sick and many deserted.)

6. Why was the United States navy successful? (Answers may include because of the bravery of leader like Jones and the privateers.)

7. How did Francis Marion and other southern Americans use geography to help fight the British? (Answers may include that they knew the land well and hid in the swamps and forests after striking the British.)

8. Why was the battle of Yorktown important? (Cornwallis had to surrender all his troops in the last major battle of the war.)

9. How did Washington manage to defeat Cornwallis? (Answers may include that Cornwallis had to surrender all his troops in the last major battle of the war.)

10. How much longer did fighting occur after the surrender at Yorktown? (Almost a year.)

11. How were these men important to the American side: Lafayette, Kosciusko, Pulaski, De Kalb, Von Steuben? (Lafayette (France)- aided Washington, Kosciusko (Poland)-helped build defenses, Pulaski (Poland)- fought in the South, De Kalb (Germany)- died of battle wounds, Von Steuben (Prussia)- taught military drill.

12. Why do you think all these foreign leaders helped the Americans? (These people believed in what the Americans were fighting for.) 

13. How were African Americans involved in the war? (They fought as soldiers.)

14. How did the American women support the war effort? (They ran farms and businesses, marched with husbands, served as nurses, made clothing and gunpowder and worked in army camps.)

15. Why were these women important: Deborah Sampson Gannett, Molly Pitcher, Lydia Darragh, and Phillis Wheatly? (Deborah Sampson Gannett- fought in men’s clothes, Molly Pitcher- brought water and fired cannon, Lydia Darragh- spied on General Howe, Phillis Wheatly- a great black poet.)
16. What was decided by the Treaty of Paris? (The United States was free, bounded by the Mississippi River, the Great Lakes and Florida.)
	Presenting Declaration of Independence
	July 1776

	Pennsylvania
	Boston Tea Party

	December 16, 1773
	Massachusetts

	Winter at Valley Forge
	1777-1778

	Pennsylvania
	Midnight ride of Paul Revere

	April 19, 1775
	Massachusetts


	Unit: Road to Independence
Lesson: Review Jeopardy
	Subject:

Social Studies
	Materials: mini chalkboards, jeopardy questions, Review sheet

	Objective: The Learner Will Demonstrate Knowledge and Comprehension by playing the Jeopardy game with the class.

	NYS Standard: Social Studies 1.1 History of the United States and New York State:  know roots of American culture.

	Set: Explain the rules of the game

	Procedure/Guided Practice: 

	~ Play Jeopardy

	~ Complete Review Sheet for Chapter 7

	Independent Practice: Homework:  Finish Review sheet

	Closing: Study for the test!


Revolutionary War JEOPARDY
	
	TERMS
	DATES
	PEOPLE
	EVENTS
	OTHER

	100
	Privately owned armed ships with the governments permission to attach enemy ships

What are privateers?
	Written in 1776, it stated the reasons the American colonies wished to be free

What is the Declaration of Independence?
	Colonial farmers ready to fight “with a minute’s warning”

What are Minutemen?
	British Tea thrown overboard

What was the Boston Tea Party?
	True/False:  The colonists reacted to taxes and monopolies by boycotting.

True

	200
	Introduction to the Declaration of Independence

What is the Preamble?
	In 1781, British General Cornwallis surrendered at ____

What is Yorktown?
	Americans who supported King George III
Who were the Loyalists?
	Meeting of representatives from colonies that was held in Philadelphia
What was the First Continental Congress?
	True/False:

George Washington planned to win the war with aggressive attacks & all-out battles.

False

	300
	Colonial groups that kept in contact and sent letters to each other
What were the Committees of Correspondence?
	In 1783, the Revolutionary War was ended by a ___
What was a treaty?
	German soldiers hired to fight for the British
What were Hessians?
	The first shot of the Revolutionary War was fired here
Where was Lexington?
	Wrote letters to inform people about boycotts
What was the Committee of Correspondence?



	400
	The British lawmaking body
What was the Parliament?
	In 1775, Paul Revere announced the British are coming; he and others that supported independence were called ____.
What were Patriots?
	Commander in Chief of the Continental Army
Who was George Washington?
	Peter Salem, a Black soldier, received credit for doing what?
What was killing a British soldier?
	Name of the peace treaty that ended the Revolutionary War.
What was the Treaty of Paris?

	500
	A complete, often violent, change in government.
What is a revolution?
	On December 25, 1776, Americans did a surprise Christmas attack.  What’s the name of the battle?
What was Trenton?
	He wrote “Common Sense.”
Who was Thomas Paine?
	Battle that showed Americans had a good chance of winning the war.
What was the battle of Saratoga?
	Why is the Declaration of Independence so important?
It serves as a guide for freedom-loving people around the world.


Revolutionary War Jeopardy

· Set up board on overhead or 8x11 pieces of paper and tape them to the chalkboard.  
· Divide class into 4 teams.
· Keep score on small chalkboards.

· RULES/OBJECTIVE:

· 1st team picks a question; anyone on that team may answer the question. 

· Correct answer- team gets the points noted

· Incorrect answer- another member of that same team may answer for ½ the points

· Repeat these steps for all 4 teams and lap back around the teams if necessary. 

· Each student can only answer 1 question until all have answered 1 question. 

· Once all questions have been answered continue on with Final Jeopardy.

· Final Jeopardy

Category: Women & the Revolutionary War


Each team makes a wager (use a small chalkboard).  They can discuss the wager and answer with their team.


Question: What’s the name of the woman who carried water to the soldiers during battle:  Mary (Molly) Hays, 
Molly Pitcher and Mary Pitcher?

http://www.schoolexpress.com/fws/default3b.asp
http://library.thinkquest.org/10966/data/card.shtml
http://library.thinkquest.org/10966/wsearch.shtml
http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/game/index.html
http://earlyamerica.com/
