Childhood/Early Childhood Department

Lesson Plan
Date of Lesson: Dec. 5, 2006 Time: 2:50 – 4:05pm Length of lesson:1 class period  

Curriculum Area: Social Studies Content Area: U.S. History
Title of Lesson (identify concepts taught): Harriet Beecher Stowe and Her Fight for Abolition     

Age/Grade level: 5th grade   

Differentiation of activity is to be provided throughout the lesson plan to ensure that children’s individual learning needs are met.

1. Learning Objectives

The students will be able to:

· Distinguish the differences between Caucasians and African Americans during that time period from the image provided.   

· Generate an argument as to why the image provided had a direct connection to Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.

2. Assessment

(a) Learning outcomes of previous lesson related to this topic:

In the previous classes, students began learning about the Civil War and the issue of slavery.  They also read excerpts from Harriet Beecher Stowe’s, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and had a previous discussion about the evils of slavery.  

(b) Focus of assessment in this lesson (related to objectives)

- Students’ list of ideas will be assessed by means of sharing to the class and myself.

- Students’ participation will be assessed by means of me facilitating when discussions are being held.

(c) Method of assessment used in this lesson (example attached)

- Observation/Group Observation

- Teacher can propose ideas or questions after hearing the students’ ideas or comments.

(d) Differentiation (of expected outcomes)

Award points for participation related to topics.  

3. New York State Learning Standards

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States in New York.

Key Ideas:

3. Study about the major social, political, economic, cultural, and religious developments in New York State and United States history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups.

Performance Indicator(s):

Identify individuals who have helped to strengthen democracy in the United States and throughout the world.  

4. Materials
Handout 1 (4 of them) – Picture of Cover of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s, Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Handout 2 (for 2 groups) - 

How are the Caucasians portrayed in this picture (posture, facial expressions, clothing, etc.) and how does this relate to slavery at that time?

Handout 3 (for other 2 groups)

How are the African Americans portrayed in this picture (posture, facial expressions, clothing, etc.) and how does this relate to slavery at that time?
5. Lesson Process

 (a) Introduction (15 minutes) /Links to prior knowledge

Review the evils of slavery and how Harriet Beecher Stowe had an impact on that time period.  Have students work in partners and “round robin” or tell ideas to each other, back and forth about it.  Then, bring everyone together as a class and review as a class.

(b) Learning procedures relating to objectives (35 minutes)
Count class off by fours.  Have each number go to each corner of the room.   Give each group handout I.  Then give two groups the question about the Caucasians and let them discuss the Caucasian side of it.  Give the other two groups the African-American side of it.  Allow them to discuss for about 20 minutes while walking around and helping to facilitate discussion.  Bring everyone together for the last 15 minutes and have a whole class discussion about it.

(c) Conclusion (15 minutes)/Checking for understanding

Discuss Harriet Beecher Stowe again and discuss how although she was white, she fought against slavery.

6. “If time”/ extensions
Look at other images that depicted slavery of that time period.  Compare and contrast these to the cover of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

7. References (sources used in creating lesson plan)

Fritz, Jean.  Harriet Beecher Stowe and the Beecher Preachers. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1994.

http://www.civilwar.org/historyclassroom/hc_uncletomlesson.htm
Stowe, Harriet Beecher.  Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Bantam, Massachusetts: 1801.

Name______________________________                   Date ____________________
Lesson Plan Reflection
Reflect on each lesson you teach on the same day that you teach it. 

1. Were the learning objectives met? What evidence do you have for this?

2. How did the children respond to the activity?

3. What would you do differently next time?

4. What do the children need to do/learn next?

5. What do you need to plan for the next activity?

6. Describe your professional development concerning: children’s learning, your planning; your teaching; use of resources; classroom management; and, assessment.

7. Teaching targets for next lesson:

Handout 1 – Cover of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
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Handout 2 – 

How are the Caucasians portrayed in this picture (posture, facial expressions, clothing, etc.) and how does this relate to the issue of slavery at this time?  Write any additional observations/comments made while in discussion.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Handout 3 –

How are the African-Americans portrayed in this picture (posture, facial expressions, clothing, etc.) and how does this relate to the issue of slavery at this time?  Write any additional observations/comments made while in discussion.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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